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WHAT IS TO BE DONE: 

OK PROGRAMME OF OPERATIONS IN THE CAU8E OF PEACE. 

The Cause of Peace seeks, as its sole object, the Abolition of War ; and 
the means it would employ for this purpose, are embraced substantially in a 
right application of the gospel to the case. Aiming thus to do away one of 
the greatest evils in the world, it certainly has very strong claims upon every 
friend of man ; and, relying for the accomplishment of its object on the gos- 
pel as God's own remedy, ecclesiastical bodies, representing almost every 
denomination of Christians in our land, have only performed one of their 
appropriate duties by repeatedly " commending it to the Christian commu- 
nity as worthy of a place among the benevolent enterprises of the age, and 
the American Peace Society as eminently entitled to the cordial co-operation 
and support of all the churches of Christ." 

To Christians of every name, then, and all the professed followers of the 
Prince of Peace alike in his ministry and his church, we make our appeal 
in behalf of an enterprise that demands for its advancement tenfold more 
effort than has yet been made in this or any other land. The cause is em- 
phatically your own ; your Master in heaven has entrusted it to your special 
care ; and you must lead its van, or it can never reach its goal of promised 
triumph. No unbaptised philanthropy is adequate to the task ; Christians 
must do it, or it never will be done ; and it is now, eighteen hundred years 
after the ascension of their Saviour to heaven, quite time for them to begin 
this work in earnest. 

It is a great work, and will require a vast amount of effort for its full ac 
complishment. Just look at the exigencies of this cause. It seeks to up- 
root a most inveterate evil, the growth of nearly six thousand years, deeply 
rooted in the worst passions of our nature, and woven everywhere into the 
very texture of society and government. No feeble or temporary efforts 
will suffice. Such a " Leviathan is not so tamed." The result of a wrong 
education, the world over, through immemorial ages, it can be effectually 
counteracted only by efforts or influences that shall reach all classes of soci- 
ety, and recast public opinion in the pacific mould of the gospel. Our 
■whole race have hitherto been educated for war ; they must now be edu- 
cated for peace ; and this educational process must be carried on until the 
mass of the people shall be trained to Christian habits of thought and feel- 
ing on this subject. The agencies requisite for such a result we must set at 
work everywhere. We must enlist the press, the pulpit and the school. 
Every minister of Christ, every member of his church, every parent and 
every teacher, should become a co-worker in educating the community 
to pacific sentiments and habits. Such a change would, but nothing short 
of this ever can, put an end to this wide and terrible evil. 

Here is the work to which the Peace Society would urge the friends of 
God and man all over our land. And shall we urge them in vain ? We 
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must of course depend chiefly on Christians, the true followers of the 
Prince of Peace ; but they must first be roused and trained to their duty on 
this subject, just as they have been in behalf o' the Bible, the Missionary 
and every other good cause. Most of them know little about it, and hence 
are strangely insensible to its claims. How often have we appealed, almost 
in vain, even to Christian Ministers, for aid in the way of preaching, of 
contribution from their people, and of petitions to our rulers ! Alas ! how 
many of them are well-nigh asleep still on this subject, and flattering them- 
selves that they need only preach the gospel just as it has been preached for 
fifteen centuries, all over Christendom, with scarce a perceptible impression 
on this vast and terrible evil until the friends of peace began, in 1815, their 
special efforts for its abolition ! They bid us rely on the Church and the 
Ministry for the work of Peace ; and so we shall, in the way that the pio- 
neers of every good cause have relied on them — by stimulating them to their 
whole duty on the subject. It never can triumph without them, nor even 
with them, till they wake fully to its claims. 

Every one, indeed, should work in this cause. Do you ask what you can 
do for it? Just familiarize its claims, and you will soon learn what to do. 
You can, at least, pray for it ; and this cause, no less than the missionary 
enterprise, deeply needs your frequent and earnest prayers. You can, 
from day to day, plead its claims with those around you. You can 
take our Society's monthly periodical, or procure some of its other publi- 
cations, either volumes or tracts, and circulate them through the commu- 
nity. Whatever your age, or sex, or condition in life, you can, if you 
•will, do much for this cause. If a preacher, you can enforce its claims 
from the pulpit ; if a writer, you can plead them far and wide through 
the press ; if a parent, you may inculcate them on your children, if a 
teacher, on your pupils ; and thus may you breathe into all around you 
more or less of its blessed spirit, and gently draw them into spontaneous, 
habitual, effective cooperation. 

Let us be a little more specific .Every church should observe th e 
Annual Concert of Prayer for Universal Peace, recommended not only by 
our Society, but by many ecclesiastical bodies. It should be on or near 
the 25th of December, and some measures taken at the time to raise 
funds, and spread information. 

2. Let every Pastor preach at least once a year, near the time of this 
concert, an entire discourse on Peace, and take up a collection, the avails 
of which may be devoted to the cause in your own neighborhood, or sent 
to aid our Society. Every preacher who does this, becomes a member of 
our Society for the year, and receives our periodical and other current 
publications. We think every congregation should thus contribute every 
year ; and, if but one quarter of our thirty-six thousand congregations 
•would give an average of only five dollars each, it would furnish all the 
funds we want. 

3. But we need, moreover, a formal though simple organization in 
every place where it is practicable. For this purpose, let the friends of 
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peace make arrangements for a public meeting, and get either a minister 
of the gospel, or some other well-qualified person, to deliver a discourse 
on the subject. Let the way be prepared for the formation of an auxiliary 
at the close of these services ; and for this purpose there should be in 
readiness a brief constitution, declaring that its object shall be to co- 
operate with the American Peace Society in promoting the cause of 
peace, and providing that every regular member of the parent society in 
the place shall be considered a member of the auxiliary ; that every 
annual subscriber of any sum, large or small, shall also be a member ; 
that any one who pays a specified sum, say one dollar, more or less, shall 
receive our Society's periodical, and that there shall be an annual meet- 
ing for the choice of officers, and for public exercises in behalf of the 
cause. These officers may be more or less numerous ; but there need not 
be more than three, one as a president or chairman, another as secretary, 
and a third as treasurer, to act together as a standing committee whose 
duty shall be to correspond and co-operate with the parent society, to 
raise funds, circulate publications, appoint public meetings, and see that 
the subject is brought before the people, once or more every year, by ser- 
mons or addresses. Set at work in earnest to procure subscribers, and 
get as many as you can at the outset to become members, especially of 
the parent society, by an annual payment of two dollars, or members for 
life by twenty dollars at one time. Give every one something to do ; for 
the mere signing of one's name as a member, is well nigh useless. Mem- 
bership should always secure some active support of the cause ; and be 
sure that every member is furnished with something to read. 

Such organizations are needed for many purposes, but especially for 
•procuring funds. We must, of course, have these sinews of peace ; for 
we cannot, as the cause requires, maintain a central office, and publish a 
periodical, and scatter far and wide our publications by thousands and 
scores of thousands, and bring the subject before legislatures, ecclesias- 
tical bodies, and seminaries of learning, to enlist their powerful, indis- 
pensable aid, without a pretty large and steady income. 

No amount of money, however, can obviate the necessity of personal 
efforts for this cause. Its friends must work for it. We can furnish them 
with publications in abundance — our periodical, tracts, and volumes ; bu 
these are only instruments for them to use in the cause. There must be 
in every place a living, responsible agency at work from year to year in its 
behalf; and such an agency these organizations are designed to create. 

To Ministers of the Gospel in particular we would appeal. They are 
God's appointed leaders of the people in every good enterprize ; and on 
them chiefly must we rely for the success of this cause. Its destiny, un- 
der God, rests with them more than with any other class of men ; and 
they can, if they all resolve fully upon it, insure in due time its complete 
and glorious triumph. We would urge them to examine well its claims for 
themselves, and bring it before their respective ecclesiastical bodies for 
action in its favor. 
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Tobene volent men of wealth, also, would we make an earnest appeal 
Your property is, in most cases, the fruit of peace ; and should you give 
most liberally to this cause, you would only pay back but a small part of 
what you have received. On all men of business it has special claims ; 
for their prosperity depends on the object we seek. Aid it largely, from 
year to year ; and when disposing of your property by will, generously 
remember its wauts. Can you give to any object that is dearer to the God 
of Peace, or more vital to the general welfare of mankind? When you 
come to stand before your final Judge, the Prince of Peace, will you then 
and there regret any amount of appropriations to a cause so pre-eminent- 
ly his own? We beseech you to ponder this matter seriously and prayer- 
fully. 

How much do we need ? Probably all, and more than all, we can get. 
Our Society, at its recent anniversary, voted that it ought in this country 
to carry on such a scale of operations as would require not less than 
twenty thousand DOLLARS. We ought, indeed, to have for the present, 
fifty thousand instead of twenty. We need, and must ere long have, an 
average of one agent in every State devoting all his time and energies to 
the cause ; and this would draw after it the necessity of multiplying our 
publications more than tenfold. Give us such an amount of means ; and, 
with sufficient time, and God's blessing, we shall render it morally certain 
that not another war shall ever curse our beloved land. For every dollar 
thus spent, we shall in time save our country alone a hundred or a 
thousand, and pave the way for such prosperity, both temporal and spirit- 
ual, as the world has never witnessed. 

Friends of God and man ! shall we not have your aid, generous, reso- 
lute and untiring, in this blessed cause ? Will you not furnish it the 
means, both in money and personal labor, of securing its promised tri- 
umph? In this hour of peril to the world's peace, amid the omens of 
evil that begin to blacken the heavens, in response to the loud call of the 
times for special effort in this cause, will you not, one and all, come up to 
its help l 

Terms.— Advocate of Peace, monthly, 16 p.p. one vol in two years ; $1.00 in advance. 
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